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Why a new strategy

• We are already seeing the effects of climate change

• Current ACT Climate Change Strategy, 2012 (‘AP2’)
– Sets a target of 40% emissions reductions on 1990 levels

– Achieved by purchase of 100% renewable electricity

– Supporting measures to save energy use

• A new strategy is needed to set the path towards net zero.

• A Climate Strategy and Action Plan to 2025 is being developed 
to guide work towards net zero emissions by 2050 at the 
latest.



100% Renewable Electricity

• AP2 succeeded with the “low hanging fruit” of renewables

• First stage energy efficiency improvements have been 
achieved with technology upgrades and support

• Next steps to reduce emissions 
– Tackling the more challenging issues

– Will require behaviour change

– Will need more community involvement

– May require more investment



Overview of Discussion Paper

• Policy and Action plan to 2025

• Presents advice from the ACT 
Climate Change Council

• Uses previous consultation 
feedback on key issues

• Shows a possible pathway to net 
zero emissions by 2050 at the 
latest

• Asks for guidance on what the next 
priorities should be and how best 
to achieve net zero emissions



Interim Targets
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Ideas for Action – Energy

• Priorities for reducing emissions from the energy sector:
– Electricity demand management

– Reducing emissions from natural gas

• Electricity demand management
– efficiency upgrades of appliances (e.g. heating/cooling, hot water)

– embedded renewables and storage (e.g. rooftop solar and batteries)

– deep retrofitting (efficiency upgrades) of housing stock

– higher building code standards for energy efficiency and climate 
resilience



Ideas for Action – Energy

• Reducing emissions from 
natural gas by

– transitioning off gas 
(through electrification 
and gas alternatives)

– using the ACT Energy 
Efficiency Improvement 
Scheme to support the 
transition off gas



Ideas for Action - Transport

• Priorities for reducing transport emissions
– increase public transport and reduce private car use

– encourage active travel

– reduce trip needs

– encourage electric vehicles

– decarbonise public transport



Ideas for Action - Waste

• Reduce emissions from landfill by
– diverting organic waste from landfill through 

source separation of organics for processing

– increasing recovery rates for mixed wastes

– diverting wood waste from landfill

– using best available technology landfill gas 
capture

• Reduce emissions from sewage by
– using anaerobic digestion and capturing 

methane for energy



Ideas for Action – Land use

• Increasing the natural uptake of 
carbon in our city and suburbs

• Key focus areas include

– increase living infrastructure in 
urban areas

– conducting additional 
afforestation and reforestation 
projects and limiting 
deforestation.



Living Infrastructure



Living Infrastructure

• Living infrastructure can play a key role 
in adapting to the impacts of climate 
change.

• Benefits include reducing heat island 
effects, protecting homes and 
infrastructure from climate extremes, 
and reducing energy use in summer.

• Other beneficial outcomes include 
increased urban biodiversity, 
enhanced quality of life and increased 
property values.



Community Engagement

• YOU ARE ESSENTIAL IN HELPING TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE

• In many cases, finding lasting solutions to reduce emissions will 
rely on community participation and individual choices.



Community Engagement

• Send a submission

• Answer some quick polls

• Post an idea in a forums

• Spread the word!

www.yoursay.act.gov.au/zero-emissions

Email : climatechange@act.gov.au

Please send your submissions by Monday 9 April 2018

http://www.yoursay.act.gov.au/zero-emissions
mailto:climatechange@act.gov.au
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ACT GHG Inventory 2016-17
Emissions Source Emissions (kt CO2-e)

Energy 3,561.8

A. Fuel combustion activities 3,533.6

Electricity 2,021.6

Natural gas 387.3

Transport fuels 1,121.4

Fuel oil 3.0

Fuel wood 0.3

B. Fugitive emissions from fuels 28.2

Natural gas leakage 28.2

Industrial processes 208.2

Consumption of 

halocarbons and  SF6
208.2

Agriculture 19.9

Enteric fermentation 17.6

Manure management 0

Agricultural soils 2.3

Land use, land-use change and forestry 26.3

Afforestation and 

reforestation
-6.4

Deforestation 26.1

Forest management 2.1

Cropland management 0.01

Grazing land 

management
4.5

Waste 99.9

Solid Waste Disposal on 

Land
88.5

Wastewater Handling 11.4

Total emissions including net CO2-e from 

LULUCF
3,916.2

Total emissions excluding net CO2-e from 

LULUCF
3,889.8



Counting Emissions

• The ACT accounts emissions under the Global Protocol for 
Community-scale (cities) Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventories 
Reporting Standard

• Scope 1 emissions – emitted within the Territory 
– E.g Petrol and Diesel combustion engines (cars and buses)

• Scope 2 emissions – caused by our purchase of electricity
– Emissions from our electricity occur in NSW and Vic, but we take 

responsibility for our share of fossil fuel grid electricity

• Not Counted: Scope 3 emissions – those associated with the making 
of the products we purchase. 
– These emissions are accounted for in the region they occur and are reduced 

under that regions policies. Accounting scope 3 emissions is resource 
intensive and more subjective, its not recommended under the guidelines. 


